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The Relationship between Word Play and Reading Fluency of Hiragana Words in
Preschool Children

Moe YOKOYAMA*1, Takayuki TANJI*2

We examined relationship between word play and reading fluency of hiragana words
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in preschool children. Forty 5-6 aged children participated in the study, and we
assessed on three skills: orthographic knowledge of long-vowel words, reading
fluency, word play. The results of correlation analysis showed that orthographic
knowledge of long-vowel words was moderately related to reading fluency. In
addition, the results of multiple regression analysis showed that age and scores
of word play variables were predictors of reading fluency. The findings provide
further evidence for the relationship between reading fluency and word play that

were demanded the skills of phonological manipulation and word search
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